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The First Printing on the 
Island of Tobago 


The island known as Tobago, orig- 
inally discovered by Christopher 
Columbus in 1498, lies twenty miles 
northeast of the larger island of Trini- 
dad, best known as the source of a 
+ large portion of the world’s supply of 
> asphalt. Governmentally, it is today 
_ “part of the British colony of Trinidad. 
| «. ~ So far as I know, no account of the 
) early press of Tobago has ever been 
=| published, and the date of the first 

+ printing on the island has not been 
NS known, While reading the Guide for 

the Study of British Caribbean His- 
| tory by Joseph L. Ragatz, I found ref- 
~ erence to establishment of a printing 

. plant at Scarborough in Vol. C. O, 
+> 285,5 in the British Public Record 
~~ Office. I thereupon wrote the secre- 

tary of the Public Record Office re- 
“> questing transcripts of any passages 
relating to printing. Though the vol- 
. ume in question has been transferred 

* to some depository in the interior of 
Memeagiand, he was courteous enough to 
ate obtain for me the desired data, which 
Bs clearly establish the approximate date 

of the first printing on the island of 
<=, Tobago. 

™~ _ First, reviewing the negative evi- 

dence, we find that the Acts of the 
island’s legislature had been printed in 
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of Tobago had been printed at Bridge- 
town, Barbados, in 1795. 


It appears that on April 23, 1798, 
the Duke of Portland transmitted to 
Stephen Delancey, Governor of To- 
bago, a circular urging the printing of 
the island’s laws. Its receipt was 
acknowledged on June 5 by Governor 
Delancey, who stated that “the acts 
of this Island have not been printed 
for many years and there is at present 
no printing office.” 

In the minutes of the Island’s As- 
sembly appears record of a message 
under date of June 25, 1798, from 
the Governor to the Assembly, asking 
that body to consider the propriety of 
ordering the laws of the Island to be 
printed at Barbados, or elsewhere that 
they should think most convenient. 

The Assembly resolved to have the 
laws printed in England and to order 
three hundred copies for local publi- 
cation “unless in the meantime a 
printer properly qualified should arrive 
and establish himself in the Colony 
and shall undertake to perform this 
business and in that case the Com- 
mittee are authorized to employ the 
said printer to that effect.” 

But on August 28 of the same year 
Governor Delancey was able to write 


*™ London in 1776 and the Militia - " Juke of Portland as follows: 
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exne 
“I beg to inform Your Grace that a 


printing office is now established at 
Scarborough and that I hope soon to 
have it in my power to obey your 
Grace’s directions contained in your 
circular of the 23rd of April last re- 
specting a printed collection of the 
Laws of the Island of Tobago.” 

The earliest known issue of the 
newly-established press is “An act to 
establish and regulate a small coinage 
for this island,” a copy of which is 
preserved in the Public Record Office. 
This act had passed the Assembly on 
October 18 and the Council on Oc- 
tober 24, received gubernatorial assent 
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on December 5, and was published 
December 6. It was transmitted to 
the Duke of Portland in a letter dated 
December 16, 1798, from Joseph 
Robley, president of the Council, who 
was apparently acting as Governor 
during Delancey’s absence on sick 
leave. . 

I regret that Iam not now able to 
record the name of Tobago’s first 
printer, but I am continuing my search 
for more details regarding the early 
history of printing on the island. 

A weekly newspaper entitled The 
Tobago Gazette began publication at 
Scarborough in September, 1807. 
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